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Fig 2: Attending the esri user conference allowed me to be up to date with the 
latest GIS techniques and technology. I can now improve my models and share 
this new found knowledge within the scientific community, amongst my peers 
and the city of West Lafayette as a way to contribute back to the community.   

Soraida Garcia, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN   (E-Mail:  
garci409@purdue.edu).  

Greenspaces are an important component of the urban ecosystem, 
benefitting surrounding communities and the city they occupy 
(Sander, 2010).  Urban cemeteries, although categorized as green 
space, are often not thought of or used as such by urban residents 
(Ajewole, 2015).  As population in cities increase, green space 
availability has become scarce (Hansmann, 2015), forcing urban 
residents and city planners to carefully consider the role of urban 
green spaces in the urban socio-ecosystem. In cities such as Chicago, 
which is the third largest populated city in the U.S., green spaces 
should be fully utilized.  

Living within a certain distance of a cemetery may also influence 
home market values of the community in which it resides 
(Morancho, 2003) and one may also analyze a variety of factors that 
may also influence property sales price, some of which are status, 
aesthetics, size or canopy cover.   

Cemeteries provide a service to urban wildlife in a way parks cannot 
(Buchholz, 2016).  Parks provide a recreational area for human 
enjoyment and protection of wildlife however, this green space does 
not serve wildlife as well as it should (National Geographic, 2016). 
And in a large city such as Chicago, it is a vital space providing a 
safe haven to retreat from predators, traffic, and people (National 
Geographic, 2016).  

This study shows the important values cemeteries provide to an urban 
landscape by focusing on the following three objectives:  

O1: To identify and characterize effects of proximity (or adjacency) 
to cemeteries to home market values and evaluate whether these 
effects differ from those of proximity (or adjacency) to other types of 
urban greenspace 

O2: To identify the relationship between the loss of urban wildlife 
and the proximity of cemetery locations.  

O3: To distinguish the geospatial arrangement of cemeteries from 
other green spaces within the structure of an urban landscape.  

FOR FURTHER READING: 
  

 
 

 

Fig 1: Cemetery and Industrial Corridors placement within the  
North and South sides of Chicago Cook County.  
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